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then; he is also mistaken in the present instance and the
source of these mistakes seems to be the same.
Harijon, 27-5-1939
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[The  following  is   the  foil   text   of the Working Committee's
declaration of policy:]

The Working Committee have been deeply moved by
the tragic events that have taken place .in Europe in
startling succession and in particular by the misfortunes
that have befallen the people of France. These events have
already ha^ far-reaching consequences, and they are
likely to be followed by other happenings which will lead
to novel situations and complex problems.

Ever since the commencement of European war the
Congress has followed a policy which was based on its
principles and on the attitude of the British Government
towards the demand that India should function as ;i
free and independent country. This policy was confirmed
in the Ramgarh resolution. The manner of the application
of this policy will necessarily depend on the situation
which changes from day to day. Problems which were
distant are now near at hand and may soon demand solu-
tion. The problem of the achievement of national freedom
has now to be considered along with the allied one,
its maintenance and the defence of the country against
possible external aggression and internal disorder.

The war in Europe, resulting from a desire for
imperialist domination over other peoples and countries
and a suicidal race in armaments, has led to human sorrow
and misery on a scale hitherto unknown. It has demon-
strated the inefficacy of organized violence, on however
vast a scale, for the defence of national freedom and the
liberties of peoples. It has shown beyond a doubt that war-
fare cannot lead to peace and freedom; and the choice
before the world is uttermost degradation and destruction